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Top Performer in Post-Surgical Turnaround for Colorectal Cancer 
(Monday, September 22, 2014, Muskoka, ON) – Cancer Care Ontario has recognized Muskoka 
Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) as a top performing hospital in the province for the Pathology 
Post-Surgical Report Turnaround Time for Colorectal Cancer performance indicator for the 
2013-14 fiscal year. 

Between April 2013 and March 2014, MAHC met the provincial target of completing all post-
surgical reports for colorectal cancer within 14 days 100% of the time and MAHC was among 
the province’s top performing hospitals in turnaround times. 

“I am very proud that we are leaders in the province for this performance indicator. This is a 
remarkable achievement for our community hospital,” says Natalie Bubela, Chief Executive 
Officer.  

Pathology is based at the South Muskoka Memorial Hospital Site and is responsible for 
reporting on all of MAHC’s surgical volumes, which increased last year with the addition of two 
surgical specialties. 



“This acknowledgement is a real accolade for our Laboratory Services department and speaks 
to how well they work as a team – from the lab technologists who prepare the specimen, to the 
pathologist who examines and interprets the specimen to make a diagnosis, to the clerical staff 
who transcribe and distribute reports and ensure the findings are forwarded to Cancer Care 
Ontario’s database,” Bubela says.  

Colorectal cancer can take up to 10 years or more to develop to an advanced stage and so 
regular screening should be part of your routine health checks. ColonCancerCheck is a 
province-wide organized screening program that is designed to raise screening rates and 
reduce deaths from colorectal cancer. 

People aged 50 to 74 years with no family history of colorectal cancer are considered to be at 
average risk for developing the disease and should be screened every two years with a fecal 
occult blood test. People who have a first-degree relative (i.e., parent, sibling or child) with a 
history of colorectal cancer are at increased risk and colonoscopy is recommended beginning at 
age 50, or 10 years earlier than the age at which their relative was diagnosed, whichever occurs 
first.  
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site health care organization providing acute 
care services at the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital 
in Bracebridge. Find out more about Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca. 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Allyson Snelling, Executive and Communications Assistant, Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare 
705-789-0022 ext. 2544; allyson.snelling@mahc.ca 
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