
 

 NEWS RELEASE 

MAHC Board Reaction to Major Gift with Conditions 
on Site Selection 

(Monday, July 6, 2015, Muskoka, ON) – On Monday, July 6, the Huntsville Hospital Foundation 
announced a major planned gift that, according to the donors, is conditional on the location of 
the future, one site hospital for Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare. 

“There is no question that this is a very generous gift, and while I can appreciate Les and 
Marijane Dakens’ desire to advocate for health care in their home community, the MAHC Board 
cannot be influenced by conditions that compromise the required Ministry process that we must 
follow for site selection for a new hospital,” says MAHC Board Chair Charles Forret. “CEO 
Natalie Bubela and I met with Mr. Dakens on July 2 to clarify the process we must follow for site 
selection in hopes he would remove the condition. That has failed to materialize. In April 2015 
we received an offer of land from the Town of Bracebridge for one hospital that we also could 
not consider prior to the formal site selection process.”  

“It is the responsibility of the Foundation to manage their donation protocols,” adds Forret. “As 
Chair of the MAHC Board, I am pleased that the Dakens support the Board’s decision, however 
the conditions of the planned gift – perceived or otherwise – will undermine the trust and 
confidence I believe the MAHC Board has earned in our communities. We, the Board, have a 
responsibility to pursue a site that is the most accessible to all those we serve.” 

In May 2015, the MAHC Board of Directors unanimously voted to select one hospital as the best 
model to provide safe, high quality health care that is sustainable for future generations in the 
year 2030 and beyond.  

In making this decision and acknowledging the importance of access and travel times, the 
MAHC Board committed to developing a single site that is centrally located to provide the 
highest degree of accessibility to the population serviced by MAHC. 

MAHC hopes to receive Ministry approval of the preferred one-site model for 2030 and beyond 
by the New Year. The MAHC Board will then begin the site selection process, a process that 
could take up to 12 months and will involve internal stakeholders, community members and 
Foundation representation. The site selection process will involve criteria that have not yet been 
developed that ensure a rigorous, structured selection process. The Board is committed to 
following an open and competitive process that is accountable and transparent, and follows 
Broader Public Sector Guidelines. 
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site health care organization providing acute 
care services at the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital 
in Bracebridge. Find out more about Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca. 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 

http://www.mahc.ca/


Allyson Snelling, Executive and Communications Assistant 
705-789-0022 ext. 2544; allyson.snelling@mahc.ca 
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