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Additional Funding For Hospitals Good News for MAHC 

(Tuesday, May 9, 2017, Muskoka, ON) – Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare is pleased to share 
news that the 2017-18 provincial budget has included $2.5 million in much-needed additional 
funding to MAHC.  

This announcement, made by Barrie Simcoe MPP Ann Hoggarth on Friday, is part of a $13.5 
million investment in hospitals throughout the North Simcoe Muskoka Local Health Integration 
Network (NSM LHIN).  

“As a medium-sized community hospital that operates across two sites, MAHC has struggled to 
balance our operating budget within the funding formula, while continuing to provide the acute 
care services required by Muskoka residents and visitors,” says Natalie Bubela, Chief Executive 
Officer. “Hospital funding has not kept pace with many new and rising costs, including salary 
increases mandated through collective agreements, increasing energy costs and new 
regulations. We have been under enormous pressure to do more with less while ensuring 
access to care, so this funding boost is extremely good news.” 

MAHC has supported the investments the government has made in the community sector over 
the last few years, and are pleased that the Ontario government recognizes the need to invest in 
the hospital sector now to ensure the seamless movement of patients through the healthcare 
system. 



“While this funding increase is extremely positive news, our preliminary budget projections are 
still forecasting an operating shortfall at the end of the fiscal year next March,” Bubela adds. 
“This announcement of additional funding will positively impact patient care by helping to offset 
operating shortfalls in our 2017-18 budget.” 

Evelyn Brown, Chair of the Board of Directors, says advocacy for more funding will continue to 
be a focus of the Board and hospital administration. 

“I would like to acknowledge the continued support of the North Simcoe Muskoka Local Health 
Integration Network, and our physicians and community partners who have advocated on behalf 
of MAHC,” said Brown. “Their advocacy with the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care allowed 
us to achieve a balanced budget in 2016-17, and we are very appreciative of their efforts.” 
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site health care organization providing acute 
care services at the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital 
in Bracebridge. Find out more about Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca. 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Allyson Snelling, Executive and Communications Assistant, Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare 
705-789-0022 ext. 2544; allyson.snelling@mahc.ca 
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