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NEWS RELEASE 

$1,000,000 DeZwirek gift to Huntsville Hospital Emergency 
supports healthcare for life here and now 

(Monday, May 11, 2015, Huntsville, ON) – Jason and Audrey DeZwirek, long time Lake of Bays 
cottagers and huge fans of Huntsville Hospital, today announced a $1,000,000 donation to the 
Emergency department they have used many times over for the past two generations. Jason 
'grew up' here while spending summers at the family cottage, he met his wife of 25 years 
Audrey while at camp in the area, and he is currently a local small business owner with 30 
employees right here in Huntsville. 

“Over the next decade alone, people will visit the emergency department at the Huntsville site of 
Muskoka Algonquin well over 200,000 times,” says Jason DeZwirek. “This gift is for them, for 
the staff who will care for them and the community that means so much to us.” 

The DeZwirek family commitment is for $1,000,000 as announced on May 11, 2015. The 
donation is earmarked for technology and other assets that will help the hospital continue to 



provide outstanding emergency care in the Huntsville region and Muskoka. The donation 
includes re-designating the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital Emergency as The DeZwirek 
Family Emergency Department. 

“Education, healthcare and the environment are the three pillars of our family’s philanthropy and 
the three pillars of a healthy, sustainable community,” continued DeZwirek. “Most communities 
have needs in all three areas but currently there are acute needs at the Huntsville Hospital and 
a funding gap that needs bridging to ensure sustainable healthcare here.” 

While discussions about the long term future of Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare are ongoing and 
funding challenges remain, there's no doubt the donation comes at just the right moment 
according to John Crockett, Chair of the Huntsville Hospital Foundation Board. 

“The immediate needs of Huntsville Hospital are our greatest challenge and thanks to Jason, his 
family and many others in the community, we can meet that challenge,” says Crockett. 
“Thousands upon thousands of people use this facility every year and I don’t see that changing 
any time soon. The entire Board is humbled by the DeZwirek family’s generosity, their 
leadership and their kindness toward this community.” 

While the DeZwireks and their two children reside full time in the GTA, their home away from 
home and business interests are now in Huntsville and the Lake of Bays area. Both Audrey and 
Jason believe the entire community, full time and seasonal, are all better for every decision to 
support local healthcare. 

“Many of us support hospitals in the big cities, but have generally neglected the healthcare 
needs of hospitals that are in rural communities near seasonal residences,” says Jason. “The 
great healthcare currently being offered at our hospital here is at risk and we can’t assume 
things will remain as they are. We all can, within our own means, invest in this community by 
giving to our hospital. We ourselves, our families and all our friends will be better for it.” 

It’s a point to which John Crockett is quick to add: “There is a need in this community to raise 
$3,000,000 every year if we want to protect the quality of local healthcare. There are a lot of 
emergency visits, thousands of surgeries and tens of thousands of diagnostic imaging tests to 
come. That's the inspiration behind this announcement today. Healthcare for life here is what 
Jason, his family and others are making possible.” 

The Huntsville site of Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare is a 37-bed hospital and District Stroke 
Centre that serves 60,000 full-time residents and seasonal property owners. Over 4,000 
surgeries and 42,000 diagnostic imaging tests will be performed here over the coming year 
along with over 24,000 visits annually to the hospital emergency department. The Huntsville 
Hospital Foundation raises donated funds to support technology and capital equipment 
purchases at the hospital. 
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Huntsville Hospital Foundation is a fundraising organization dedicated to improving health care 
services for the residents of Muskoka and East Parry Sound. A registered charity since 1984, its 
mandate is to provide ongoing capital and education resources for Huntsville District Memorial 



Hospital to ensure health care for life, here. Find out more about the Foundation by visiting 
www.huntsvillehospitalfoundation.ca.  

Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site health care organization providing acute 
care services at the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital 
in Bracebridge. Find out more about MAHC by visiting www.mahc.ca. 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Britta Gerwin, Development Officer-Events & Donor Relations  
Huntsville Hospital Foundation  
705-789-2311 ext. 2493; britta.gerwin@mahc.ca  
Allyson Snelling, Executive and Communications Assistant 
705-789-0022 ext. 2544; allyson.snelling@mahc.ca 
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