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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare Receives G8 Funding 
 

 
(May 17, 2011, Muskoka, ON)  Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is pleased to announce that the Ministry of 
Health and Long-Term Care has approved one-time funding in the amount of $264,069.00 to cover expenses 
incurred by MAHC in preparation for the G8 Summit. 
 
On June 25 and 26, 2010, Huntsville hosted the 2010 G8 Summit. Prior to the Summit, MAHC worked tirelessly to 
ensure that residents and visitors alike would have uninterrupted and timely access to high-quality and safe 
healthcare during this period of time.   

“Receipt of this one-time funding is greatly appreciated and, on behalf of the organization, I would like to thank the 
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care as well as the North Simcoe Muskoka Local Health Integration Network for 
this acknowledgment and recognition of the hard work that MAHC put into pre-planning for the Summit,” said Sven 
Miglin, Board Chair. 

Although the impact was impossible to predict, MAHC worked with all of the Summit partners and security agencies 
to be well prepared.  This included extensive preparedness planning and training for staff, physicians and 
volunteers, as well as ensuring adequate staff were on hand and able to adapt quickly to any increase in demand 
for hospital services.  
 
One of the significant focuses from a planning perspective was for MAHC to ensure that its disaster response 
structure was up-to-date and ready for implementation.  A Code Orange (Disaster Response Plan) is used at 
MAHC in the event of an external disaster and provides the guidelines for the management of the situation.  A 
Code Orange is implemented when the potential or actual disaster exceeds the Emergency Department’s capacity 
and resources such as staffing, supplies, equipment and space.  A Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and 
Environmental (CBRNE) strategy is part of this plan and focuses on terrorist-related, as well as accidental CBRNE-
related, incidents.  This opportunity allowed us to test our Code Orange strategy and help prepare staff for any 
possible emergency situations.   

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our staff, physicians and volunteers for their participation in all 
Summit planning activities,” said Bev McFarlane, Chief Nursing Officer for MAHC.  “The organization’s Code 
Orange underwent a complete review and revision with over 500 staff participating in training sessions.”   

“This opportunity allowed us to test our Code Orange strategy ensuring we were (and remain) ready to face any 
challenge that presents itself,” McFarlane added. 
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site healthcare organization created in 2005 through the 
amalgamation of South Muskoka Memorial Hospital in Bracebridge and Algonquin Health Services in Huntsville.  
MAHC includes the Burk's Falls and District Health Centre, Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South 
Muskoka Memorial Hospital in Bracebridge.  Find out more about Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting 
www.mahc.ca.   
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