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Completion of Huntsville District Memorial Hospital Scotiabank Dialysis Service 
Renovation Celebrated 

 
(Monday, May 13, 2013) – Patients, hospital staff, partners, supporters and donors came together on Friday, May 
10 to officially celebrate the reopening of the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital Scotiabank Dialysis Service 
following a multi-week renovation project to expand the Dialysis unit to improve patient care. 
 
Throughout the renovation, which began late in 2012 and was completed mid-March, there was no interruption to 
the Dialysis service as patients continued to receive their treatments in a temporary location on the first floor of the 
hospital. The project has improved the work environment and workflow for staff and more importantly contributes to 
safe, high-quality patient care. 
 
“The renovation has expanded the Dialysis unit to create a permanent sixth dialysis station and addressed infection 
control issues with a new isolation room, additional hand-washing sinks and increased space between Dialysis 
patients,” says Natalie Bubela, Chief Executive Officer at Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC). “The project also 
includes an upgraded water treatment system, which is critical to dialysis treatment. Staff workflow and patient 
confidentiality have also been greatly improved by updating the infrastructure of the patient care station.” 
 

Snipping the ceremonial ribbon for the Scotiabank Dialysis Service on Friday, May 10 are from left Evan Turner, 
RN; Steve Ainger, bank manager at Scotiabank in Huntsville; Marni Van Kessel, Ontario Renal Network Regional 
Director; Elisabeth Riley, Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital CEO; Natalie Bubela, Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare 
CEO; John Crockett, Huntsville Hospital Foundation Vice Chair; Phillip Matthews, MAHC Board Treasurer; 
Kathleen vom Scheidt; Manager of Acute, Renal & Critical Care; and Pat Ball, RN. 



The Dialysis service is part of the Simcoe Muskoka Regional Kidney Care Program and the Ontario Renal Network, 
operating under the regional centre at Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital. The unit at Huntsville hospital has the 
capability to provide 12 dialysis treatments per day, six days a week and nearly 3,300 treatments on an annual 
basis. 
 
Key to achieving the renovation is the financial support from the community, explains Board chair Larry Saunders.  
 
“MAHC is very grateful to the Huntsville Hospital Foundation for its $150,000 commitment to this project,” says 
Saunders. “The Foundation secured a five-year pledge of $100,000 from Scotiabank and in appreciation of that 
financial support they will be recognized with the naming of the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital Scotiabank 
Dialysis Service.” 

 In addition, the Huntsville Hospital Auxiliary through 
donations from the Eastern Star and the Historical 
Automobile Society, donated two of the six new 
dialysis chairs. The late Gord Thompson is also 
recognized for his efforts to raise dollars that 
purchased new TVs for each of the Dialysis stations. 
The remodelled unit also includes new Dialysis 
machines. 
 
Patients are speaking volumes about how the 
remodelled space has made dialysis treatments more 
pleasant for them. 
 
“It’s wonderful to be able to access this care close to 
home,” says David Phillips, a Dialysis patient from 
Huntsville.  
 
“It really is such a transformation,” adds Bev 
McFarlane, Senior Director, Clinical Services, Quality 
& Chief Nursing Executive. “The patients are telling us 
how much they enjoy how bright and open the space is 
and how the environment is much more comfortable.”  
 
The renovation was completed by R&G Construction, a 

local company, at a cost of just over $300,000. The project aligns with MAHC’s new Strategic Plan and efforts to 
create a Sustainable Future. The improvements help MAHC to fulfill its vision of providing Outstanding Care that is 
People Focused. 
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site healthcare organization providing acute care services at the 
Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital in Bracebridge.  Find out more about 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca.   
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John Crockett, Huntsville Hospital Foundation Vice 
Chair, presents Steve Ainger, bank manager at 
Scotiabank in Huntsville, with a plaque to commemorate 
the opening of the Scotiabank Dialysis Service. 


