
NEWS RELEASE 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
 
 

Auxiliary fulfills fundraising commitment for new patient monitoring system 
 
(Thursday, January 3, 2012, Muskoka, ON) – The Huntsville Hospital Auxiliary (HHA) has completed its 
commitment to fundraise significant dollars towards the purchase of cardiac monitoring care equipment at Muskoka 
Algonquin Healthcare’s Huntsville District Memorial Hospital (HDMH) Site. 
 
A $100,000 cheque was presented to the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital Foundation, that together with their 
own funds raised, have brought new patient bedside monitoring stations to the Emergency Department and 
Intensive Care Unit at Huntsville hospital. 
 
“Our group is delighted that we have helped fund such much-needed equipment in urgent need of replacement,” 
said Auxiliary President Joanne Matthews. “Meeting this financial pledge is all thanks to the hard work of our 
volunteer members and the generosity of members of our community who continue to support our cause.” 
 
A total of 10 monitors that are fixed to the bed and another 12 portable telemetry packs that allow the patient to 
leave the bed while continuing to monitor their vital statistics have been installed at the HDMH Site. The monitors 
track patient heart rhythms and rates, pulse oximetry, blood pressure, invasive blood pressure and respiratory 
rates. 
 
Natalie Bubela, Chief Executive Officer at MAHC, commended the Auxiliary for its steadfast fundraising efforts to 
support patient care at the HDMH Site. 
 

Members of the Huntsville Hospital Auxiliary present a cheque for $100,000 to the Huntsville Hospital Foundation during the Auxiliary’s 
Christmas luncheon event.  Attending on behalf of Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare is Dr. Jan Goossens, Chief of Staff. 



“Historically, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care does not pay for capital equipment – this is traditionally 
delegated to foundations and hospital auxiliaries to acquire through fundraising efforts,” Bubela explained. 
“Whether you support the auxiliary’s events or make a purchase at the hospital gift shop, it all goes towards new 
equipment at the hospital. Without the hard work of this volunteer group, the replacement of equipment at the 
hospital could not be possible.” 
 
The Auxiliary’s donation toward the patient bedside monitoring stations augments a $450,000 contribution from the 
Huntsville District Memorial Hospital Foundation and is part of an organization-wide fundraising project. 
 
Earlier this year, the Auxiliary and the Foundation joined forces with its counterparts at the South Muskoka Hospital 
Foundation and the South Muskoka Memorial Hospital Auxiliary to bring new patient bedside monitoring stations to 
MAHC. 
 
Although the Bracebridge and Huntsville hospitals have separate foundations and volunteer auxiliaries, the four 
organizations agreed to make this a collective focus of their fundraising activities, with each organization 
contributing to the cost of the new equipment at their respective site. In total, the patient monitoring systems will be 
replaced at both hospital sites at a cost just over $1.2 million. 
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site healthcare organization providing acute care services at the 
Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital in Bracebridge.  Find out more about 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca. 
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