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New Equipment Expands Urological Services in Muskoka  
(Friday, February 9, 2018, Muskoka, ON) – Thanks to donor support for a state-of-the-art 
surgical laser, more advanced kidney stone surgeries are being performed in the operating 
room at Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare’s (MAHC) South Muskoka Memorial Hospital Site. 

“Thanks to the generosity of donors and the South Muskoka Hospital Foundation, this new 
equipment allows our surgeons the ability to provide more comprehensive care here in 
Muskoka as patients will be able to undergo certain kidney stone procedures here in our region 
that previously would have travelled to a larger centre for,” explains Dr. Jonathan Rhee, the 
newest urologist at MAHC. “Our communities are incredibly supportive of the hospitals and 
deserve to be able to receive as much care as close to home as possible.” 

With support from the community, the Foundation contributed $185,000 to purchase a holmium 
laser and associated equipment for laser lithotripsy, a specialized, less invasive surgical 
treatment for kidney stones. This laser has the ability to treat stones in certain locations, as 
well as break up large kidney stones to reduce their size so they can pass naturally.  
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 “This is a really great example of how donor dollars improve access to care locally through 
capital equipment,” says Natalie Bubela, Chief Executive Officer for MAHC. “Equipment like 
this can reduce the burden of travel for patients and can also be a critical tool for attracting 
new doctors to the area. It has also expanded the skills of our perioperative nurses who 
support the surgeons and patient care during these procedures.” 
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South Muskoka Hospital Foundation was established in 1980 to support the compassionate 
care of patients at South Muskoka Memorial Hospital. In the past 37 years, the Foundation has 
raised more than $44 million in support of providing the best possible patient care 
environment. Learn more about the Foundation’s work by visiting www.healthmuskoka.ca.  

Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site healthcare organization providing acute 
care services at the Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital 
in Bracebridge. Find out more about Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca. 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Colin Miller, Executive Director, South Muskoka Hospital Foundation 
Phone: 705-645-4404 ext. 3246; Email: colin.miller@mahc.ca 

Allyson Snelling, Corporate Communications Officer, Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare 
Phone: 705-789-2311 ext. 2544; Email: allyson.snelling@mahc.ca 
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